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NAM LAUDS REP. DAVE WELDON FOR VOTING TO LOWER ENERGY COSTS 

AND ADDRESS AMERICA’S ENERGY CRISIS
Consumers and Economy Need Immediate OCS Access to Oil and Natural Gas
WASHINGTON, D.C., May 19, 2006 – “Rep. Dave Weldon did the right thing for American consumers and industry in his vote to open up the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) for natural gas exploration,” said John Engler, President of the National Association of Manufacturers.  “This was a vote for jobs over politics. The working people of Florida owe him a debt of gratitude.”
Despite Rep. Weldon’s commonsense stance for lower energy costs, the House voted to continue to restrict supply of natural gas by extending the Congressional moratorium on the OCS, and therefore keep energy prices at record highs.
“Weldon’s vote was a vote in favor of working families, seniors and business owners in Florida,” Engler said. “Sound energy polices and energy security is essential to the growth of the U.S. economy and to the quality of life of Florida. 

“Manufacturers and individual consumers rely on adequate, affordable, and reliable energy supplies and have felt the impact of supply restrictions through dramatically increased costs,” Engler continued. “By voting to lift the outdated, 24-year Congressional moratorium on natural gas development in the OCS, Rep. Weldon recognized America’s immediate need.”
“Although we did not win this initial fight, we applaud Rep. Weldon’s leadership and urge him to continue fighting for secure and reliable domestic energy,” Engler said. “Accessing the natural gas and oil reserves in the OCS is the first step in allowing environmentally sound deep-water exploration which will go a long way toward keeping Florida jobs here at home.”
-NAM-


The National Association of Manufacturers is the nation’s largest industrial trade association, representing small and large manufacturers in every industrial sector and in all 50 states.  Headquartered in Washington, D.C., the NAM has 10 additional offices across the country.  Visit the NAM’s award-winning web site at www.nam.org for more information about manufacturing and the economy. 
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